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h elp d ev e l op men t i n t h e st a t e o f Neb r a sk a . I t se t s a . . . i t
doesn' t se t a max i m um . I t se t s a f l o o r . Tha nk y o u ve r y m u=h .

SPEAKER BROMM: T hank you, Senator Pederson. You' ve heard the
clos i n g . Memb e r s , we ' l l pr o c ee d t o v o t e . A l l i n f av o r o f t h e
Pederson amendment p lease vote ay e , and opposed nay. P lease
reco rd , Mr . Cl e r k .

CLERK: 21 ayes, 16 nays, Mr. President, on the amendment.

SPEAKER BROMM: The amendment is not adopted. I raise the call.
(Visitors introduced.) And while the Legislature is in s e ssion
and capable of transacting business, I propose to sign and do
s ign L R 4 7 , LR 4 8 , LR 4 9 , L R 5 0 , L R 5 1 , L R 5 3 , L R 5 4 , LR 5 5 ,
LR 56, and LR 57. Memb ers , we ' re now back discussing this
component o f the com m ittee a mendments, FA 1207 . Senator
Thompson, you' re recognized. She waives off. Senator Landis,
y ou' re r e cogn i z ed .

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr . Speaker, members of the Legislature, I go t
it. That wasn 't a ring ing en dorsement fo r wha t's in the
committee amendment. Senator Brashear, I think in an attempt to
move t h i n g s a l o n g, sa i d , l o ok , wh a t wou l d yo u t a k e ? The r e ' s
b een a l i t t l e c o l l oq u y g o i n g on b e t we en . . .a l i t t l e s hu t t l e
d iplomacy between here and the lobby, fo r which there is no
a greement . Le t me t e l l y ou wh a t I t h i nk wou l d b e a f a i r way o f
p roceed i n g . The c om m i t t e e r e po r t ed o u t t h i s l an g u a g e . A f t er we
r epor t e d t h i s l a n gu a g e o u t , Al We n s t r a nd o f t h e DED s ai d , l o ok ,
you reported t his language out and you reported out a rural
t i e r , b u t y ou m a d e n o d i st i nc t i o n f o r t he r u r a l t i e r a n d , i n
fact, the sa laries ar e dif ferent t h ere a n d they need to be
different. And so I asked him to give me a memo about the rural
t i e r a nd h e sa i d i t wa s t wo p a r t s . Nu mb e r o ne , t h e sa l ar i e s
were t oo h i g h a s a . . . fo r ever y b ody i n t he p r oj e c t un d e r t he
s tandard s t h at we h ad i n L B 60 8 , a nd s e co n d l y , t h e i n de x t h at we
have, while it's legitimate in an urban context, isn' t
legitimate in a ru ral context because they don't grow as fast.
So he sa id , i f you w e r e g o i n g t o do t hi s i n t he r ur a l ar ea ,
$8.25 a n h ou r , a n d y o u d o i t a t 7 5 p e r ce n t o f t he g r ow t h o f t h e
annual wages, and the reason is the average is both rural and
urban, and the urban wages grow fast and the rural wages don' t.
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